
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: Monsters & Villains 
Subject Area: LA - Language Arts 
Grade Level(s): 12 Credits: 0.5 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Jessica Blount 
Contact: jessicab@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7495  
 

 Course Description 
This semester course focuses on the bad guys.  During this 
course, we will look closely at ways villains and monsters are 
portrayed and the purposes they serve for humanity.  
Through novels, short stories, essays, and videos, we will 
develop a deeper appreciation, and perhaps some empathy 
for those monsters and villains that take a bashing, story after 
story, millennia after millennia, for the sake of our heroes. 
Students are expected to do regular reading and homework 
outside of class, and come prepared to participate in class 
discussion. 
 

Prerequisites 
None 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
Represent, Portray, Cite, Evaluate, Imply, Reveal, Analyze, 
Demonstrate, Critique, Demonize, Vilify, Juxtapose, Contrast, 
Stem, Originate, Source, Annotate 
 

Supplemental Resources 
Novels, Short Stories, Articles, Poems, Video/Film, Songs, 
Artwork 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
Students will be expected to keep all notes, handouts, 
practice work and graded work in an organized section in 
their binder, folder, or notebook. 
 

District Adopted Materials 
None 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
Visuals, Audio, Group work, Choice of Assessment 
topics/prompts/format, Google Classroom 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Guest Speakers, Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
In-Class Essay Writing 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

● Respect yourself, each other, and the classroom 
by what you say and do. 

● Derogatory comments about race,  gender, 
physicality, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or ability 
levels will not be tolerated. 

● Be an active participant and do your best 
● Keep all electronics off and out of sight unless 

instructed by a teacher.  
● If it is in the school handbook, it applies here 

 

 Proficiency Standards 
● CCSS 11-12 RL.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
● CCSS 11-12 RL.10: By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the 

high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
● CCSS 11-12. RI 6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, 

analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 



● CCSS 11-12.W.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selections, organization, and analysis of content. 

● CCSS 11-12.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

● CCSS 11-12.L.6:  Acquire and use accurately, general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

● CCSS 11-12.W.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain 
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

● CCSS 11-12.W.1.:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 

● CCSS 11-12.SL.1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade-level topics, texts, and issues. 

● CCSS 11-12.SL.4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such 
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
● Intro to Monsters & Villains 
● Beowulf 
● Grendel 
● Frankenstein 
● Political Monsters & Villains 
● Research & Villain Paper 

 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Standard Assessments: 90% of Course Grade 
Students will be assessed on EACH of the identified standards listed to gauge their proficiency. These assessments can vary and may 
take the form of projects, essays, class discussions, tests, or other assignments. Students will be given scoring guides for each 
assessment before they are assessed. 
Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their level of attainment for each standard (these may take the form of 
retakes or revisions depending on the assignments) if they have completed the assigned practice work given for the standard being 
assessed. Written assessments (essays, reports, etc.) can be revised for an improved score ONLY if the rough draft and final draft are 
submitted on time. If a paper is submitted late, no written teacher comments will be given and the chance to revise will be forfeited. 
  
Practice: 10% of Course Grade 
In order to master most any skill in life, practice is necessary.  Practice will be assigned in the course; these activities are designed to 
help build student understanding and provide practice of the concepts and skills necessary to pass their Standard Assessments. No 
late practice work will be accepted after the corresponding unit is completed.  
 
Grading Scale 
Proficiency on the standards will be assigned a point total using the following scale (1-4): 
Does Not Yet Meet= 1 (40%) 
Developing =  2 (60%) 
Proficient =  3 (80%) 
Advanced =  4  (100%) 
 
Late Work 
While it is important that students complete their practice work on time, there will be no penalty for turning this work in late. All late 
work, however, must be completed prior to scheduling a retake on a given standard and before the end of the unit to which the work 
pertains. No late practice work will be accepted during the last week of the semester. Students are expected to take the course 
assessments on the day in which they are given. Students who fail to meet rough draft and final draft deadlines will lose the chance 
to revise their paper for a better score.  
Final Exam 



Students will take a final at the conclusion of the semester.  
 
Grade Updates 
Parents can expect updated grades to be available online approximately every two weeks.  Essays and narratives may take longer to 
grade. 

 

 
 


